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                          Semester Two
English 10/Per. _____


              Cultural Traditions versus Modern Values

Story 1: Marriage is a Private Affair by Chinua Achebe


Background Information:
· Author: Chinua Achebe

· Things Fall Apart, his first novel, written in 1959, won him international recognition
· Achebe explored the ways people responded to the difficulties of European colonization

· The focus of his writing changed in the 1960’s when his country, Nigeria, was being torn by political issues and by feuding between ethnic groups and cultures

· Civil war occurred in Nigeria when the Ibo, one ethnic group, established their own country, Biafra; war and starvation killed thousands and ultimately the country was retaken by the Hausa to create present day Nigeria

· In the 1970s new oil-fueled prosperity caused many young people to migrate to the cities developing an educated, professional class who embraced modern ways
Before Reading:

1. In our culture, would you say that marriage is a “private affair”?  Why or why not?
2. If and when you decide to get married, how much control will your parents have over who your spouse is? How do you think they would react if they did not like your choice in a mate?

3. What is the difference between direct and indirect characterization?
During Reading:
4. Nnaemeka and his father, Okeke, have different ideas of what makes a good wife. Keep track of DIRECT and INDIRECT characteristics that each look in a wife:

	Nnaemeka
	Okeke

	
	


After Reading:

5. What is the basis of Okeke’s disapproval of Nene?

6. Why doesn’t Nene face the same problem as Nnaemeka?

7. How do Okeke’s tribe people feel about the situation?

8. Why is the changing weather mentioned on page 61?

9. What ultimately changes Okeke’s mind? What mental picture keeps him awake at night?

Commiserate	Dissuasion	Implore	Remorse	Disposed	Retreat





Persevere	Homily	Deference	Disconcertingly	Perfunctorily    











                 











































































